Eastbourne Herald, March 1968

AFTER pleading guilty to a serious offence involving a 16-year-

old boy, a fermer stage director with the former Devonshire
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Tuz 50 year-old dbai‘!e‘?, l:l

m nd the ~ first< ' of{
oI offences was cothmit=
e-car. The second. faok
f > time later at -

Vines Cross home.

Apout, two_ weeks- after the‘
party, ssid Mr. Lovegrove,
met the boy again when the boy]
turned up & ‘Devonshiré’ Park
Theatre and asked for'a couple|in

- lift”

- ‘any way an indicement to the
er| boy. The offence was committed.
ous | later in

Jaged 93, of Victoga-|

for 12 mmhs at- 'Snsax &snms sonm

h1m the txckets
this was in

dressmg Toom.

‘Detectivé Sergeant David

eose- | Ste;mey said that there was no
“tiref| suggestion of any elément of
) At corruption of the boy ‘in the
a|cpse. It was likely thet the boy
| bad madesthe approaches and he.
|bad previous experience_af such

cm;dact with other. boys. >

lus"

ftwo previems
gimilar oences, m in 1954 -and

[ |anothier.in 1962 -

“He m‘:“l:lbﬂd jolted a
reyertory ‘Company as_an. actor
Teignntputh -in 1956 and

of themtre tickets. wne& p'ne

smye.d there for three years.” He

but there was | ;
“The boy is not before me, but

1 would like to know what is|
happening ‘to him, From your]

’ked 111 various parts of the;

country in the theatre for the
‘next four years and went to
Eastbourne in January, 1963, as
stage . director at
Park Theatre

-He 'was dismissed’ after . the
Joffence before the court. ¥

Mr Justice Thompson observed,

point of view he is inciting
people to break the law? "

“Yes, sit,” said DS Stepney

“That really is what your
evidence comes to 2 ”
“Yes, sir,”
-Hard worker
Mr h]ohn McManus, for

, said that his client had

before - this misfortune. The
impression in his village was that
they just could not believe he
had got into that sort of trouble.

Mr Richard Burnett, of
Clifford-road, Bexhill, managing
director of Theatre South East,
said that [ Jwork as stage
director with the former Devon-
shire Park Theatre Company was
extremely good. He wag hard
working, had accepted a consid-
erable amount of responsibility
in his job and carried out his
work very well. :

He agreed with Mr Rodger
Bell, for [ ]that he had,

Devonshue {

‘been' an “extremely good” man|;

ron

- g

written a reference for [

sincg [ ldismissal when he
was seeking another employer.

Mr Bell said thatl___ Jhad
lived more easily with his weak-
ness as a homosexual since last
years legislation, But the
approaches had been made by
the boy and he had succumbed.

After remanding Harriott for
medical reports, Mr-Justice
Thompson told [ ]*“Although
it was the same boy in this case
and 1 accept that he was the
inciter and 1 accept that you
recognise you have homosexual
tendencies, 1 think 1 have to
pass a sentence on you that
makes it clear to homosexuals
that you must leave young boys
alone.”

He asked for a report to be
prepared on the boy.




